A SOLDIER'S STORY



In one segment of each act, the play tells the
story of Gordon Watkins, a fictional soldier in the
Canadian Army. Below is some of the material
used for the story of Gordon Watkins and for
other segments of the play.

We were extremely privileged to receive
exclusive access to the personal World War Il
journals of Major Harold Elliott through his son,
Mr. Michael Elliott of Hudson, Quebec. Michael's
dad was a neurosurgeon who spent five years of
the war (1941-45) in Europe in England, France,
Belgium and Germany.

Major Elliott was a contemporary of Doctor
Penfield (whose personal correspondence is
reproduced elsewhere in this virtual exhibit).
Because of his line of work, Maj. Elliott was a
daily witness to the destruction and
degradation that so pervaded those dark
wartime years.

Maj. Elliott wrote extensively in his personal
journal about his many experiences. He also
collected maps, cartoons, photographs,
drawings and other memorabilia that give us a
real sense of what it was like to be so close to so
much devastation.

Through it all, Maj. Elliott remained lucid,
insightful and most of all, deeply human. Even in
extremely stressful situations, his humour comes
through in many of his journal entries. The fact
that he remained hopeful, upbeat and resolute is
part of the touching legacy left to us by all the
men and women who served in the war.

What follows are just a few samples from the
journals, plus commentary that we have added to
foster greater understanding. We extend our
humble and hearty thanks to Mike Elliott for
sharing his precious family legacy with us and to
his father for leaving us the tools from which we
can learn so much.

MAJ. H. W. ELLIOTT

Surgical Division Memb

Ends Five Years Overseas
Major Harold W. Elliott, an or-
iginal member of the Surgical Div-

ision of No. 1 Canadian General |

Hospital, was among those who ar-
rived in Monireal yesterday from
the Ile de France which docked
at Halifax August 5.

He has had five years continu-
ous service overseas. Before tak-
ing charge of the neuro-surgery

divisi of the Canadian Basing- |

stoke Hospital in England, he was
in command of the Mobile nev
surgical team which worked wi
the 1st Canadian Army in its push
across the Rhine and through Ger-
many.

Major Elliott is a native of Cache
Bay, Ont. His parenmis, Mr. and
Mrs. William Elliott, reside in Sud-
bury, Ont. He graduated from Me-
Gill University and prior to the
outbreak of the war was attached
to the neurosurgery staff of the
Royal Victoria Hospital. He mar-
riegd the former Doris Gales who, |
with their two sons, Michael and
Davis, live at Como, Que.

Give books and magaz:nES:regu-
arly—to the Services Book Room.
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Here is a typical page from Maj. Elliott's

journal. It is an entry made in July, 1944, when
the fortunes of the war were finally beginning to
turn.

Note the many different newspaper cutouts,
including maps that show the progress of the
Allied forces and cartoons designed to show the
lighter side of war.

From the map we can see the advance of Allied
troops through northern France.

Also notice the tiny clipping which indicates that
this day, July 22, 1944, represents the 1,785th
consecutive day of war.

Maj. Elliott wonders about the Nazis: ""How much
trouble have they caused in the world because of
greed?"

Maj. Elliott was actually present in gallery of the
British House of Commons on the day Winston
Churchill made the famous speech that is '‘re-
broadcast'' during the first act of Till We Meet
Again.

Those present on that day (August 20, 1940)
received a commemorative printed copy of the
speech bound in a tooled leather sheath.

The title page of Maj. Elliott's copy of the speech
is reproduced here.
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The Prime Minister

WINSTON
CHURCHILL

in the House of Commons
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To our right is a copy of the daily schedule for
doctors at the Canadian General Hospital
overseas.

The schedule for January 25, 1945 includes the
presentation of such unpleasant-sounding
medical conditions as traumatic areterial
aneurisms, regional ileitis and acute hepatic
necrosis. Medical challenges like these were
faced by Maj. Elliott and the other surgeons on
a regular basis.

Not every message sent to servicemen overseas
was from family and friends.

Here is a letter dated December 28, 1944 that was
received by Maj. Elliott from Dr. Wilder Penfield,
whose name was later given to a street in Mon-
treal.

Michael Elliott said he believes that his father and
Dr. Penfield were rivals of sorts. However, we can
see from the letter (right) that the two were at
least cordial to one another on paper.
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It's never easy to keep your spirits up when you're in the middle of a war zone. However, these
cartoons collected by Maj. Elliott show that the Canadian Forces knew how to laugh like the rest of us.

The caption to the photo above right says: ''Yep, we're Canadians, an' incidentally we ain't been near
Aldershot fer two years."

On the lower left, the cartoon reads: ""Can't understand it, dear. We haven't opened up a new front
since yesterday morning." In the lower right: "And so my friends, all is quiet again in the Reich."
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geslerday morning."
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These pencil and chalk drawings were cut and pasted from another notebook. The identity of the artist
does not seem to be Maj. Elliott. The drawings depict soldiers and civilians on a train in England
during World War II.

From top to bottom and left to right, the captions read: "'Sandwich lunch on first class coach'’, ''Royal
Canadian Corps of Signals out of hospital on a 16-day leave'', ""White haired naval commodore on the
Dover train with his kit'', and ""Sleeping Beauties: Am. G.l., Br. officer"'.
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Below are newspaper cutouts from 1944 illustrating the advances on various fronts by Allied forces,
including the invasion of Normandy. These events are described in the third act of TILL WE MEET
AGAIN by Canadian soldier 'Lt. Gordon Watkins'.

HEA LAMNDIMGE
AIRDPOENE LAK

Bartle of Normandy—Phase Two
a4 101 L -

Canadian Bridgeheads Across Canal
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We usually tend to remember only the men who
fought in World War Il. However, Major Elliott's
journal reminds us that many women were called
into service, directly and indirectly, during the
war.

Here are three photographs showing just a few of
the ladies who also made a lasting contribution to
the war effort.

In the top photo, we see a hospital scene with a
male patient being tended by three women, two
dressed for work as nursing sisters, the other in
military garb.
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Maj. Elliott eventually had to tend to German
prisoners of war, including members of the Hitler
Youth group.

In the pages below from his journal, he writes
about one such boy named Pfeffer (pictured on
the left in the photo below) who claims to be an
adult. ""His letters etc. show his relatives know
him to be much younger.

'You are a big man now and big men must eat.'
But his muscles and build are those of a 14 yr. old
boy and | speak as a doctor when | write this."
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...0r so it was often said during World War Il. We have a photo of officers from different branches of
the Canadian and British military. We also see the stamp on the back of the photo indicating that it has
been cleared for public viewing.
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This journal entry from 1944 includes four photos of Brussels, including one taken from Maj. Elliott's
hotel window (lower left), one of the Gare du Midi train station (upper left) and two that appear to be
from the Grand' Place in the center of the city. Also visible is a folded instruction sheet for enlisted

personnel and a ticket stub that indicates a special price for the military.
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This excerpt from Maj. Elliott's journal includes

samples of French francs. As the date printed on
them is 1944, they were probably put in circula-

tion just after the Germans were driven from the
country.

Far from home, a soldier could easily become
nostalgic for a home-cooked meal. The illustra-
tion (center, right) shows a menu from a base in
England, featuring Canadian apple pie. It includes
a picture of a camp with its domed structures.
Above and below it are scenes near the army
hospital.

Directly below is an article about conscription
from a Canadian news source.
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Even during wartime, life continues to go on. It was important for morale that soldiers have an
opportunity to be entertained from time to time.

Below is the program to ""Arsenic and Old Lace'', which was a runaway hit during the war years both in
North America and England. Of special interest are some of the advertisements aimed at military
personnel for such things as a personal introduction service (see lower right).
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Here we see a page in Maj. Elliott's journal from early May, 1945. Included is a copy of the document

with which Germany finally surrendered to the Allies. This meant an end to the war in Europe,

although fighting in the Pacific against Japan continued until August of that same year..

Major Elliott would soon be able to return home to Canada. His authorization to wear military

decorations is shown above.
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Here is the telegram Maj. Elliott sent to his parents to announce his return from the war in July, 1945.
We can only imagine the joy and relief his parents must have felt when they finally held this message
in their hands.

By the same token, it is impossible to forget the pain of other less fortunate families of that era.
Approximately 40,000 Canadians never got to send a telegram like the one above because they
perished during the war.
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